
Marc Donald Nene 
150 Harrison Ave, Boston, MA 02111 
marc.nene@tufts.edu  (202) 460-3802     

EDUCATION 

Tufts University, Boston, MA (2011 – present) 
Ph.D., Food Policy and Applied Nutrition (Expected May 2015) 
Specialization: Nutrition; Food Policy; Development Economics; Econometrics 

Relevant coursework: Principles of Nutrition Science; Survey Research in Nutrition; Development 
Economics; Food Security, Nutrition, and Development; Agriculture and Rural Development; 
Advanced Microeconomic Theory; Ph.D. level Econometric Theory; Econometric Impact Evaluation; 
Advanced Epidemiology; Advanced Biostatistics. 

University of Auvergne, Clermont-Ferrand, France (2002 – 2004) 
M.S., Health Economics 

University of Cocody School of Medicine, Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire (1995 – 2002) 
Doctorate of Medicine 

EXPERIENCE 

International Food Policy Research Institute, Washington, DC 
Collaborator (July 2012 – present) 
• Investigating the relationship between agricultural transformation and child nutrition in Ghana  
• Co-authored a Policy Note on nutrition policies in developing countries 
• Conducted a literature review on the nutrition challenges in Egypt and the country’s double burden of 

malnutrition and performed statistical analyses of nutrition data of all Egypt Demographic and Health 
Surveys. 

Tufts University, Medford, MA 

Research Assistant to Professor William Masters (June 2013 – present) 
Compiling a global catalogue of infant complementary foods manufactured and commercially marketed in 
developing countries in order to study the determinants of quality, as measured by macronutrient and 
micronutrient densities. 

Graduate Teaching Assistant to Professor Jenny Aker (September 2012 – May 2013) 
• EIB-E213 Econometrics: led Stata learning sessions and assisted with grading of problem sets 
• EIB-E247 Econometric Impact Evaluation: led Stata review sessions and provided technical support to 

graduate students for their final impact evaluation projects 
• EIB-E242 Microeconomics of Development: led weekly reviews of undergraduate level microeconomic 

concepts including externalities, public goods, expected utility, adverse selection and moral hazard. 

Research Assistant to Professor Jenny Aker (January – May 2012) 
Cleaned and recoded raw panel data; generated summary statistics; and assessed the impact on child 
nutritional status of an unconditional cash transfer program in Niger using a difference-in-differences 
matching estimator. 

UNICEF Headquarters, New York, NY 

Intern (June – August 2012) 
Drafted stunting reduction success stories for Haiti, Ethiopia, Nepal, Rwanda, and Peru for a UNICEF 
nutrition publication “Improving Child Nutrition: The Achievable Imperative for Global Progress” 

The World Bank, Washington, DC 



Consultant (February 2008 – August 2011) 
• Costed Benin 2012 – 2015 National Nutrition Strategy.  

• Drafted a policy note on the fiscal and health impacts of raising tobacco taxes in low and middle income 
countries. 

• Assessed Mozambique health expenditure framework and recommended changes to reinforce the budget 
elaboration process and smooth the transition from a line-item to a program-based budgeting system. 

• Simulated the financial implication of abolishing user-fees for children and women in labor in Burundi and 
the financial cost associated with increasing salaries of government health professionals. 

UNICEF Regional Office, Dakar, Senegal 

Health Specialist (April – December 2007) 
• Drafted proposal documents of seven African countries for the Canadian Catalytic Initiative to Save a 

Million Lives. 

• Advised on the design of a multicentric study of the cost-effectiveness of delivering an intermittent 
preventive treatment of malaria in infants through the Expanded Program on Immunization. 

• Reviewed Cameroon health sector medium-term expenditure framework and developed a plan of action to 
strengthen the budget formulation process. Collaborated with the Ministry of Health to expedite the 
execution of the plan 

• Trained a Malian Ministry of Health team on result-based budgeting. Costed and simulated the impact of 
three policy scenarios to guide the elaboration of a health sector medium-term expenditure framework. 

• Provided regular guidance to UNICEF Country Offices in west and central Africa for development of 
strategy documents, health sector investment cases, plans of cooperation with Governments, analysis of 
health survey data, and advocacy for child health during budget and national strategy documents 
preparation. 

Consultant (June 2006 – March 2007) 
• Developed, standardized, and maintained a database containing more than 1500 demographic, 

epidemiologic, economic, public finance, and health service coverage indicators on 26 countries in West 
and Central Africa using Demographic and Health Survey data, national reports, and strategy documents. 

• Organized and facilitated a regional training workshop on result-based budgeting for ministries of health 
and ministries of finance officials of eight African countries. 

• Led a ten-person team from the Nigerian Federal Ministry of Health to draft, cost and assess the impact of 
the 2006 national strategy for maternal, newborn, and child health. 

The World Bank, Washington, DC  

Consultant (October 2003 – May 2006) 
• Identified and analyzed the Democratic Republic of Congo’s health system bottlenecks related to 

socioeconomic inequalities in health and informed the design of a post-conflict rehabilitation project.  

• Assisted in the management of a health sector rehabilitation project based on public-private partnerships in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. Contributed to the composition of a package of health services to be 
provided and the assessment of the private sector contribution to the provision of health services. Evaluated 
risks and opportunities of performance-based contracts, and drafted the terms of reference of private health 
service providers. 

• Drafted a policy note on the relevance of several health policy tools (user-fees abolition, community-based 
health insurance, decentralization of the provision of health services; targeting mechanisms) in Burundi’s 
post-conflict context to guide the World Bank dialogue with the Government of Burundi. 

• Performed economic and financial analysis of a malaria control project in Nigeria. Recommended multi-
sectoral interventions to be included into the package of services in order to achieve higher impact on child 
and maternal health. 



• Contributed to the health sector review of several sub-Saharan countries by modeling health services 
demand and analyzing the trends of and socioeconomic differences in maternal and child health using 
household and facility survey data. 

Teaching Hospital of Yopougon, Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire 

Intern-Physician (June 2001 – June 2002) 
Managed and treated patients admitted to the department of hematology-oncology. Supervised nurses and 
coordinated care with patients’ primary care providers. 

FELLOWSHIPS 

• Tufts University Friedman Nutrition and Citizenship Fellow (2011 - 2014) 
• Tufts University Provost Fellow (2011 - 2013) 

POLICY REPORTS 

“Nutrition Policies in Developing Countries: Challenges and Highlights” (2012). IFPRI Policy Note, 
International Food Policy Research Institute (with Olivier Ecker) 

“Cash Transfers, Nutrition and Household Well-Being in Niger” (2012). An Operations Research Report, 
Concern Worldwide (with Jenny Aker) 

“Burundi Health Financing Study” (2008). World Bank Report N° 41644-BI (with Maria Eugenia Bonilla-
Chacin and Laurence Lannes) 

“Burundi Health Sector Note” (2008). World Bank Report N° 37604-BI (with Maria Eugenia Bonilla-Chacin 
and Xiaodong Cai) 

“Democratic Republic of Congo: Health, Nutrition and Population Country Status Report” (2005). World 
Bank Report N° 35626-ZR (with Eva Jarawan, Patrick Mullen, and Fabrice Houdart) 

“Senegal: Rapport Analytique Santé et Pauvreté” (2006). World Bank Report N°55 (with Eric De 
Roodenbeke and Perrine Loock. 

RESEARCH PAPERS IN PROGRESS 

“Nutritional Composition of Locally-Manufactured Complementary Infant Foods in Developing Countries” 
(with William Masters) 

“Malnutrition and Economic Development: Explaining Egypt’s Exceptionalism” (with Olivier Ecker and 
Clemens Breisinger) 

“Elucidating the Agriculture-Nutrition Relationship: Evidence from Ghana” (with Olivier Ecker and William 
Masters) 

PERSONAL SKILLS AND COMPETENCIES 

English (Fluent), French (Native) 
Advanced knowledge of Stata, Matlab, and Mathematica 
Technically proficient in Microsoft Access 

 


